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DDSP Installs Commercial Driver�s
License Information System
By Sherre Mitten-Bell, DDSP Public Affairs

A Truck Driver includes his CDL in the tube going to Dispatch.

Since September 11, 2001, the focus on security has been
crucial to the operations at Defense Distribution Depot
Susquehanna, Pennsylvania (DDSP).  For the last six months,
those in Security and Transportation Dispatch have had an
additional tool to safeguard the facility.  In cooperation with
the Pennsylvania State Department of Transportation, DDSP
has installed, and is using, the nationwide Commercial Driver’s
License Information System CDLIS.

The dial up system allows users to access information on
commercial drivers using their Commercial Driver’s License
(CDL) number.  The system provides a validation that the CDL
is current by providing the CDL issue date, expiration date and

 DDSP Clerk Gene Brown receives a CDL through the tube, makes
a copy of it, runs a check using the CDLIS, and returns it to the
driver in no more than a ten-minute process.

the driver’s current address, weight, height and date of birth.
The system also provides approved endorsements, which
indicate that driver is authorized for hazardous material,
passenger transportation and specialized equipment such as
tank trucks, double/triple trailers.  In addition, the system
provides information on driving offenses including loss of
license dates, speeding tickets and other violations.

The DDSP Transportation Division is using the system to
validate drivers on all shipments of classified, signature
service, protective service, dual drivers, satellite tracking and
hazardous material.  Other CDL records are checked at random.
Before using CDLIS, Dispatch would inspect Licenses but
had no access to background information.

Employees from Systems Management configured the
computer hardware to provide Transportation employees dial-
up access to CDLIS.  Dan Smyser, Pennsylvania State Depart-
ment of Transportation (PennDoT) representative, offered the
system and trained DDSP employees how to apply it.
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